Elena del Rivero

Hash Brownies after Alice B. Toklas

The shapes and designs of my dishtowels are rudimentary; their forms remind us of the
vernacular French “Torchon”.

These mainly large scale unstretched canvases bear imprints from paint, cooking spices and
wine. | paint them with my hands and kitchen sponges, beat them, fold them, squeeze them and
let them dry from a hook in the ceiling.

These humble towels speak of the political place that is the kitchen table, the center of
domesticity and the site where narratives flourish through the anonymous wisdom of oral
communication. The kitchen, traditionally the women’s working place throughout the centuries,
represents within the collective unconscious the female grid par excellence, her prison.

I have been occupied with this symbol since the late 90's, it has been enormously gratifying. My
first exhibition with dishtowels took place at The Drawing Center in New York in 2001 and since
then | have moved from creating them in paper to canvas and nylon fabric in the manner of
flags. These artworks could be drawings but also soft sculptures, weavings, non-objective
paintings and language, occasionally they fall within all these classifications at the same time.
They are permanently in transition of becoming something else; they do not belong to any

specific category, genre nor gender. Thus, | let them float in space to calmly shape themselves
at their own desire.

This exhibition marks the 100" anniversary of Women's Sufirage with an installation of works by Claude Viallat from Henrique Faria
collection and works by Amanda Hunter as an invited artist, with sound and light

Elena del Rivero was born in Valencia Spain and has lived in New York since 1991. This is her first project with
Henrique Faria
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